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Stand Up For Refugees
National Rally at Parliament House Canberra
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First Sitting Day of Parliament

DEPORTATION PREVENTED!
Po 29 Pdupcfs b Tsj Mbolbo btzmvn tfflfs xbt 
up cf gpsdjcmz efqpsufe po cpbse b Nbmbztjb 
Bjsmjoft üjhiu/ Uif nbo ibsnfe ijntfmg up usz up 
tupq hvbset qvuujoh ijn po uif qmbof- boe sfgvhff 
tvqqpsufst hbuifsfe bu uif bjsqpsu- mfbüfufe 
qbttfohfst- boe qipofe Nbmbztjb Bjsmjoft up 
qspuftu/ 

Bo joufsjn jokvodujpo up qsfwfou Nfojlbòt+ 
efqpsubujpo xbt pcubjofe- cvu uibu ibt opx 
fyqjsfe/ Kvtujdf Upoz Opsui jo uif Gfefsbm Dpvsu 
tpvhiu bo voefsubljoh gspn uif Efqbsunfou pg 
Jnnjhsbujpo up qspwjef Nfojlbòt mfhbm bewjtfst 
xjui bu mfbtu tfwfo ebzt opujdf pg uifjs joufoujpo up 
efqpsu ijn/ Uibu voefsubljoh ibt cffo qspwjefe/ 
Kvtujdf Opsui bmtp tbje uibu if ipqfe Nfojlb 
xpvme jo uif gvuvsf cf usfbufe cz uif Efqbsunfou 
boe jut bhfout ñxjui ejhojuz boe sftqfduò )uvso up 
qbhf 7 gps npsf po efqpsubujpot*/

UBLF BDUJPO

Æ Mfu vt lopx jg zpv bsf bwbjmbcmf up kpjo vt bu uif 
bjsqpsu up usz boe qsfwfou gpsdfe efqpsubujpot< 
ps up ufmfqipof uif bjsmjoft up dpnqmbjo bcpvu 
efqpsubujpot; fnbjm sfgvhffbdujpoAnbjm/dpn 
xjui zpvs npcjmf ovncfs jg zpv xpvme mjlf ju 
beefe up pvs TNT efqpsubujpo bmfsu mjtu/ 

Æ Dbmm ubml cbdl sbejp boe xsjuf mfuufst up uif 
qbqfs fyqsfttjoh zpvs dpodfsot

+ Obnft ibwf cffo dibohfe
É Hinze/Scratch! www.scratch.com.au

Po uif ûstu ebz pg uif ofx qbsmjbnfou- epoòu mfu 
uif wjfx gspn Kpio Ipxbseòt pgûdf cf pg Mblf 

Cvsmfz Hsjgûo/ Nblf tvsf uibu uif tjhiu if ibt up 
gbdf jt txbsnt pg bohsz boe efufsnjofe qspuftufst/ 
Mfu ijn boe ijt hpwfsonfou lopx uibu uif ûhiu gps 
sfgvhff kvtujdf xjmm dpoujovf"

Dpnf up Dbocfssb gps uif ûstu tjuujoh ebz pg 
Qbsmjbnfou up efnboe qfsnbofou qspufdujpo gps bmm 
sfgvhfft boe uif dmptvsf pg bmm efufoujpo dfousft/

Uif dpowfshfodf jt hbjojoh uif tvqqpsu pg b cspbe 
dpmmfdujpo pg pshbojtbujpot boe joejwjevbmt )tff uif 
mjtu po qbhf 6*/

Boe jg zpv dboòu hfu ujnf pgg xpsl- zpv dbo tujmm 
dpousjcvuf" Cz qbzjoh gps b SBD cvt ujdlfu- zpv 
dbo ïtqpotps b qspuftups-ð boe zpv dbo fwfo tqfdjgz 
uibu uif tfbu hpft up b sfgvhff )ep{fot ibwf bmsfbez 
fyqsfttfe uifjs eftjsf up dpnf"*/ Dbmm 1549 4:: :84 
up cppl/

Up ifmq cvjme uif dpowfshfodf boe hfu jowpmwfe jo uif 
dbnqbjho up GSFF UIF SFGVHFFT- dpnf up SBDòt 
nffujoht ifme Uvftebzt- 7qn- Usbeft Ibmm )dos Mzhpo 
boe Wjdupsjb tu*/ BMM XFMDPNF"""

Gps npsf jogpsnbujpo dpoubdu SBD;
xxx/sbd.wjd/psh      qi; )14* :76: 4616

Uvso up qbhf 5.6 gps npsf bcpvu uif
Dbocfssb Dpowfshfodf/
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We all know the bad news: same vicious 
government, same inhuman policies. 

Amanda Vanstone and her Department of 
Immigration are still able to play God, treating 
human beings and our lives like weôre all just 
pawns in their game. 

Howard won the election by doing three 
things. Scrooge Howard suddenly turned into 
Santa Claus, promising to spend $6 billion of 
our money on health and education. He also 
played on our economic insecurity: itôs hard 
to be ñcomfortable and relaxedò when you are 
mortgaged to the hilt, trying to get the basic 
security of somewhere to live with a bit of 
dignity. Finally, Howard relied on many of 
us being so cynical of the Labor Party (remember 
ñno child will live in poverty by 1990ò?), and so 
disengaged from the political process in general, 

that its easy to just shrug and say itôd be no different 
anyway.

So the election was very far from being a 
referendum endorsing 
the Liberalsô treatment 
of refugees ï the issue 
wasnôt touched by either 
of the major parties 
during the campaign. 
Indeed, in the leadup 
to the election, the 
Liberals thought it was 
important to present 
a ñsofterò image on 
refugees. Its bogus, of 
course ï almost none of 
the over 9000 people in 
the limbo of ñtemporary 
protectionò will beneýt 
from Vanstoneôs pre-
election changes ï but 
the fact they had to do 
it, and the very gradual 
trickle of some refugees 
out of Baxter after years 
of detention, shows the 
Government has felt 
some pressure from the 
years of campaigning. 

We should also 
remember some basic 

political history. Menzies was elected prime 
Minister in 1949, and the Liberals were in power 
for 23 long years. Yet Australian society changed 
signiýcantly in this time. 
From small beginnings, 
a movement against 
Australiaôs war in Vietnam 
had forced the Government 
to all but withdraw by the 
time Whitlam was elected 
in 1972. Consistent work 
by many activists built 
movements that made a 
difference on issues such 
as equal pay for women and 
land rights for Aboriginal 
people, and the beginning 
of the end of the ñwhite 
Australiaò policy. 

So even though the Government won the election, 
determined campaigning by ordinary people 
can still have an effect. Over the past four years, 
RAC has consistently aimed to mobilise people 
in a variety of ways. This has ranged from rallies 
like the Palm Sunday marches and our successful 
pre-election rally of around 3,000 people, through 
to civil disobedience actions like the Woomera 
protests and several smaller blockades.

Right now, RAC needs your help in mobilising 
as many people as possible for a convergence 
on Parliament House in Canberra on Tuesday 
November 16, the ýrst sitting day of the new 
Parliament. We want a sizeable rally to say 
right from the start that we have not forgotten 
our brothers and sisters in detention and in the 
community; that we donôt accept that any mandate 
claimed by John Howard gives his Government 
the right to carry out systematic abuse of human 
beings; and that we will continue to stand up and 
be counted for human rights.

Beyond the Canberra Convergence, there is an 
enormous amount of work to be done. We need 
people doing the steady work of organising, 
copying, and getting our material to as many 
places we can, to inform and to mobilise people 

into some sort of action on the issue.We need more 
people that can stand up and talk about refugee 
issues anywhere from schools to union meetings; 

people who can help to 
organise and publicise 
beneýt concerts that 
help to keep the issue 
alive and raise some 
much-needed cash for 
the campaign; people 
updating and reworking 
our educational 
material, and the list 
goes on. 

The election result 
means that we canôt 
have illusions in 
any quick ýx to the 

obscenity that is Australiaôs refugee policy. But 
neither can we collapse into despair or inaction. If 
we care about human beings and human rights ï for 
refugees and for all of us ï then doing nothing is 
simply not an option. 

See you at the next RAC meeting,

Jerome Small


